


Fern Ridge Library Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, May 13, 2026
7:00pm
Meeting conducted live and virtually via ZOOM

Board Members: 	Jennifer Chambers; Erik Carlstrom
			Olivia Johnson; Tiana Povenmire- Kirk
			Absent (excused): Steve Recca


Staff: 			Director: Colin Rea
                                    Business Manager: Lesley Steppan
          			
	
Public:		None		
	
OPENING

Call to Order
Chair E. Carlstrom called the meeting to order at 7:09pm.

Review agenda
Item of business A. Recreational Immunity was tabled because board member S. Recca had volunteered to check the ORS references in the draft.  Two other items were added to the agenda – A. Audit Update and B. Levy Anticipation.

Review minutes
The minutes of the April board meeting stood as presented.

Hearing of Patrons
None.

Correspondence
None.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Recreational Immunity
Tabled

Audit Update
L. Steppan reported that the library audit has been completed.  Due to a variety of factors, not least of which that the 2024-25 audit took over 6 months and was late in submission to the state, the district will be seeking a new auditor.  Over 30 letters of inquiry yielded only two responses (one locally and one from Bend, OR).  There is hope that the audit service currently in the planning stages at Lane Council of Government will be certified in time to do our next audit.  If not, the district will engage the services of one of the two auditors who responded to the letter of inquiry.

Levy Anticipation
The Primary Election occurs on May 19th, with first reporting to come around 8pm that evening.  C. Rea outlined what sort of information outreach was done by the District and what advocacy was done by members of the Fern Ridge Library Foundation.  Two articles were prepared based on interviews with Mr. Rea; one a radio story on KLCC, the other an on-line article on Lookout Eugene-Springfield.  Due to the fact that the levy will appear next to a similar measure from Lane Fire Authority, there does not seem to be any guesses as to whether Measure 20-385 will pass.  Time will tell.

REPORTS

Chair – E. Carlstrom
E. Carlstrom has not seen any negative comments on-line about the library or the ballot measure.  

Director – C. Rea
C. Rea reported that the library is playing the waiting game with several issues at the moment.  The new drop box has been ordered and should be delivered sometime in the coming weeks.  Likewise, the furniture for the study rooms and the new front doors are in delivery limbo.  As stated above, the local-option levy results are eagerly anticipated.  News from other library in Lane County have not been positive, with Springfield Library cutting hours beginning July 1 (closed on Mondays), and the municipal library in Cottage Grove sustaining cuts that will bring the FTE from 4.4 employees to 1 (they hope to run the library primarily with volunteers, following a similar change in Junction City).  

Financial – L. Steppan
No questions or comments about the financial statement which was included in the board packet.

Foundation & Grants – C. Rea
Nothing to report.

Friends – J. Chambers
The Friends of the Library book sale was a great success.  They sold many books, DVDs and pubbles, saw 250 customers and raised $1404.  The Friends’ gave the library $1000 to purchase books that will be given away to kids during summer reading and other youth programming.

LCOG – S. Recca
No report.

POLICY REVIEW
No review.

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER
Olivia Johnson, relieved to have made it through another school year, will not be at the June meeting, but not before she completes her field day prep, which features a slide and water cannons.  Jen’s band will be playing at the Saturday market on June 13th.  Colin’s youngest is about to graduate from the UO.

SUGGESTIONS FOR NEXT MEETING
Chair E. Carlstrom adjourned the meeting at 7:51 pm.

Respectfully,
Colin Rea, Library Director
